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Aussie Bird Count 

 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is a 

favourite activity each year at Empire Vale 

PS. Students spend 20 minutes each day 

hunting the school grounds for our local bird 

populations & then recording the information 

on the bird app on the iPads and sending the 

data to BirdLife Australia. 

This year the count was from Oct 19-25 and 

as you can see, the students were very 

enthusiastic!  

I think we have some twitchers in the making. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSES DUE 
School photo envelopes  

Monday Nov 2 

School Contributions  
 ASAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WEEKS 1 & 2 

Electronic Attachments 
 Bird Count colouring in page 
 2021 School Transport info 
 Cartoon Camp brochure 
 Free Dental Assessment Consent Form 

Physical Attachments 
 Receipts for payments (where applicable) 
  

 
 

http://www.empirevale-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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Kinder Orientation 

Our school was abuzz with excitement as our 

2021 Kindergarten students began exploring 

school this week as part of our Kindergarten 

Orientation program.  

Our new recruits explored what a day of 

school feels like through reading books, doing 

craft activities, playing maths games, 

investigating science concepts and building 

their fitness in physical education lessons. 

We were super impressed with their 

wonderful ‘give it a go’ attitude and our 

students all enjoyed making new friends. It 

was also great to see our Year 5 Buddies all 

step up and offer outstanding support to our 

little learners. 

If you know someone who would be 

interested in participating in our Kindergarten 

Orientation program, please let them know 

that we be running more sessions between 

9am and 1pm on: 

Monday 26  & Thursday 29 October 

and 

Monday 2 & Thursday 5 November 2020. 
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School Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School photos are being held here on 

Monday November 9.  

Envelopes were sent home Friday of last 

week and will need to be returned on or 

before Monday November 2.  

 

On Tuesday 10 November Empire Vale PS 

students will compete in the ‘Southern Cross 

Community of Small Schools’ Chess & 

Draughts Competition (SXCSS) at Rous P.S. 

The children will be stepping up the practising 

in preparation to be ready to compete!  

Empire Vale will be fielding a 4 person chess 

team and a 4 person draughts team made up 

of 2x stage 2 and 2x stage 3 students. 

Permission notes will be sent home as 
soon as teams have been finalised. 

 

 

 

Nagoya Sister City Art Exchange 

 
Congratulations to Lana Hammond who has 

had her artwork titled ‘Going Dottie’ chosen to 

tour Japan in the Sister City Art Exchange! 

The artwork is a collage triptych, which 

showcases Lana’s ability to playfully use 

patterns and lines to create dynamic 

artworks. This art activity was inspired by the 

‘Book of Lines’ by Herve Tullet. 

The artwork will stay in Japan, as it is gifted 

to a Japanese student at the end of the 

exhibition. Lana will be sent an artwork from 

a Japanese student in exchange, helping to 

build cultural awareness and friendship 

through art. 

School Travel Applications 

Students who require a travel pass for 2021 

can now apply online. A new application 

should be submitted if a student is applying 

for a travel pass for the first time or requesting 

an additional pass as a result of a new shared 

parental responsibility situation. Please refer 

to the information 

brochure included 

as an attachment 

to this newsletter.  

 

SXCSS Chess & Draughts 
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Green Innovations 

Winners are Grinners! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our students who recently 

were informed that the they are the 2020 

Green Innovation Awards Photo Winners! 

The student’s Frog Hotel Projects that they 

created during the lockdown period were 

turned into ‘Five Star Amphibian B&B 

Reviews’ as a ‘tongue and cheek’ way to 

promote our schools’ unique environmental 

projects.  

The Senior Class have also created a five-

minute video which showcases our 

knowledge about frogs, explaining how to 

make a Frog Hotel and providing useful tips 

on how to protect the environment. This video 

will become part of a Green Innovations 

Award’s Documentary which will be shared 

within the community.   

We are really proud of this achievement. 

Congratulations to everyone who took the 

time to create a safe home for our local green 

frogs! 
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Environmental Arts Camp 
 

Dorroughby Environmental Education 
Centre’s Environmental Arts Camp 

Dorroughby Environmental Education Centre 

will be once again running an Environmental 

Arts Camp for Stage Three students.  

Congratulations to Oceah, Sophie and Violet 

who will be attending the camp, providing 

opportunities to immerse themselves in 

creative activities based around 

environmental themes. 

We asked our young artists what they were 

looking forward to regarding attending an 

Environmental Arts Camp. 

“I love doing art and 

can’t wait to see 

what new skills I 

will learn at camp.” 

Sophie, Year 5. 

“An environmental art camp sounds like so 

much fun, I simply can’t wait!” Violet, Year 6. 

“I am very interested to see what 

environmental artworks we will create. It all 

sounds so interesting!” Oceah, Year 5. 

 

 

Oral Health Program / Dental Clinic 

Northern New South Wales Local 

Health District (NNSWLHD), Oral 

Health Services will visit EVPS 

on Tuesday 3 November All 

students will be able to participate in he 

program which has both clinical and 

educational components; a clinical 

assessment will be offered along with a 

tailored education session. If follow up 

treatment is required, it will be offered in a 

public dental clinic. An appointment will be 

made with the child and their parent/guardian. 

This program is free.  

Baby teeth are very important; some baby 

teeth do not fall out until 12-13 years of age. 

Decay and early extractions influence the 

child’s nutrition, growth, social behaviour, 

tooth positioning, sleep pattern and general 

well-being. Decay in the baby teeth greatly 

increases the chance of decay in permanent 

or adult teeth. 

Regular dental check-ups can prevent minor 

problems becoming major ones, preventing 

unnecessary pain and distress.  

We see this program as a way to help maintain 

healthy oral hygiene habits for children for life, 

and improve regular access to dental care close 

to home. 

Dr Nanna Kreutzfeldt  

Clinical Director, Oral Health 

 

Please see the attached Parental Consent 

Form which needs to be signed and returned 

on or before Friday October 30. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDorroughbyeec%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Z-rhdGTGhp0kddIEVxZIE&ust=1603343092560000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMiGi9D0xOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
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Silk Art Workshop 

Kim Toft will be 

conducting her annual 

silk art workshop with 

our Year 6 students in 

Term 4 (date yet to be 

confirmed).  

Our students have 

completed outstanding 

artworks under the guidance of Kim in 

previous years, and we are very excited to 

offer this amazing art opportunity once again 

for our students. 

Silk Art Framing: Actual framing costs for Y6  

silk art works are yet to be confirmed, 

however, they will be around the $90-100 

Senior Excursion 

The restriction to attend overnight excursions 

has ony just been lifted which means that we 

have not been able to prepare for the 

excursion in the usual way (MUCH earlier in 

the year!) 

This has created difficulty in booking a venue 

as all schools scramble to organise 

excursions. We are doing our best to find a 

venue that fits the current guidelines but I’m 

not sure whether we’ll succeed….  

In the hopes that we do succeed we would 

appreciate it if families of students in years 4-

6 (possibly yr 3) put aside some $$ so that the 

cost doesn’t come as a hardship if we do 

manage to find a venue. The usual cost of 

senior excursion is around $400. sWe will 

keep you informed of our efforts. 

 
 
 
 

 
Monday 26 & Thursday 29 

Kindergarten Orientation 
 

Friday 30 
Bookclub closing date 

 
Friday 30 

World Teachers Day 😊😊 
 
 
 
 

Monday 2 &Thursday 5 
Kindergarten Orientation 

 
Tuesday 3 

Dental Clinic – All students 
 

Monday 9 
School Photos 

 
Monday 9 
Assembly 

 
Tuesday 10 

SXCSS Chess & Draughts 
Venue: Rous PS 

 
Tuesday 17 – Thursday 19 
Environmental Arts Camp 
Venue: Dorroughby EEC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 
 
 

November 
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Senior Class XMAS SHIRTS 

The senior class are keen to do Christmas 

shirts with Trish again this year!!   

Students will be working on them at school 

over the coming weeks.  

If you would like your child to participate 
please send in a shirt by Wednesday 11 
November, clearly marked with your child’s 

name, thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

This year NSW will celebrate World 

Teachers’ Day on 30 October 2020. 

World Teachers’ Day is an opportunity to 

celebrate the 160,000+ hardworking and 

dedicated primary, secondary and early 

childhood teachers in NSW. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Bookclub 

 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, it’s time to get 
organized. Parents can order books for their children 
& we can send them home sneakily so you can  wrap 
them up for presents. Issue 7 is jam packed with 
Christmas gifts (563 items) that will keep your 
kids’ reading all summer long.  

Don’t forget closing date for 
Bookclub orders is October 30 
Value Books – only $3 ea. 
Where’s Santa By Toby Reynolds 
I Wanna be a Great Big Dinosaur by Heath McKenzie 
Time Jumpers - Fast Forward to the Future By 
Wendy Mass 
Bad Pets Hall of Shame – I Stole a Car By Allan Zullo 
And Much More…. 
  

Take a look at these ‘Hot New 
Books’ including: 
Do Not Open This Book Ever by Andy Lee 
Stupid Carrots by David Campbell 
Pig the Blob by Arron Blabey 
Grump by Jonathan Bentley 

And the list goes on and on… 
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If you would like further information on the services we provide, please visit: 
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/oralhealth/primaryschooldental/Pages/services-explained.aspx 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Free Dental Assessment for Empire Vale P.S Children 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian, 
 
Your child can have their teeth assessed at school by a clinician from the Northern NSW Local 
Health District.  
 
We will be visiting your school on: 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 2020 
 
On the day, a dental/oral health therapist will assess your child’s teeth, and a letter will be 
sent home with your child to advise you of the result of this assessment. 
 
It is standard practice in NSW Health public dental clinics for all primary school children to 
have a growth assessment during their dental check-up as part of good clinical care. This will 
involve a simple height and weight measurement of your child. It is relevant to assess growth 
during dental check-ups as some risk factors for oral diseases are shared with being below or 
above a healthy weight.  
 
Your child’s privacy and wellbeing is extremely important and ensuring your child feels 
comfortable is a priority for our dental teams.  
 
No x-rays or treatment will be provided on this day; the assessment is designed to be an 
introduction to future dental visits.  
 
If you would like your child to have their teeth assessed at school, please fill in the CONSENT 
form at the back of this letter. 
 
Information collected on this consent form is confidential. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Oral Health Team 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please return this form to school office by 

Monday 2nd November 2020 
 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/oralhealth/primaryschooldental/Pages/services-explained.aspx


Immediate  trt  /   trt required  /   prevention   /   no apparent  trt  /   unable to check 

 
Dental Assessment Consent Form 
*Please use a separate form for each child                                         
 

Child’s first name  _______________________  Last name  _______________________ 

Child’s date of birth  ______/______/___________            �  Male    �  Female  

School  ____________________________________  Year  ________  Class  ________ 

Is your child of Aboriginal origin or Torres Strait Islander origin:      �  No    �  Yes    

�  Aboriginal         � Torres Strait Islander         �  both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander              

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode  _________  Phone 1  ___________________  Phone 2  __________________ 

Medical History  ________________________________________________________ 

Medications  ___________________________________________________________ 

Allergies  _____________________________________________________________ 

Additional Comments  ____________________________________________________ 
 

Medicare Card Number (For identification purposes only)    -  

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name  ___________________Relationship to child  ________________ 

Information collected on this consent form is confidential and is for statistical purposes.  The NNSW LHD, Oral Health Service is to be regarded as 
the principal agent to hold this information, which assists in the efficient and effective management of the Oral Health Services. 

For Official Use:   dmft: ______  DMFT: ______     Mature plaque: Yes / No     H: ________  W: ________  BMI: ________ 

Comments............................................................................................................................................................... 

   16    12 11 21 22       26 
 55 54 53 52 51 61 62 63 64 65  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

            
                        

            
 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

            
 85 84 83    82  81  71  72  73 74 75  

    46       42  41  31  32       36 

I consent to my child taking part in the dental assessment. 
 
Parent /Guardian Signature:  _______________________  Date  _____/_____/_____ 
 
I consent to my child’s height and weight being recorded:      �  No      �  Yes      



 

School Travel for 2021 
 

   

 

2021 school travel applications are now open 

Applications for student travel in 2021 opened from Monday 12 October 2020. 
 
Students who require a School Opal card or travel pass for 2021 can now apply online. A 
new application should be submitted if a student is applying for a school travel pass for 
the first time or requesting an additional pass as a result of a new shared parental 
responsibility situation (e.g. joint custody). 
 
Students who have changed school/campus, changed address, repeated a year or 
received an expiry notification from Transport for NSW for their school travel entitlement 
should re-apply or update their details. 
 
*Applications must be completed by the student's parent or legal guardian if the student is aged under 16 
years. Students 16 years and over must complete the application form themselves. 
 

Where there is a change of distance eligibility based on a student’s grade, the system will 
automatically update a student’s entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If they do not 
meet the new eligibility criteria, they will receive an expiry notification via email. 
 
Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition which is due to 
expire will receive a notification advising them to re-apply. 
 
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply. 
 
If a student needs to update their information or re-apply, they should go online to 
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails 
 
Applications need to be submitted before 31 December 2020 to ensure that current 
student entitlements are updated and their current entitlement/card remains valid. If their 
application is submitted after 31 December 2020, the system will automatically cancel an 
entitlement/card and a new one will need to be issued. 
 
Students in the Opal network applying for a SSTS or Term Bus Pass entitlement for the 
first time will receive their card at their nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed out 
from January 2021. 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/howToApply
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/updateDetails
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/whoIsEligible
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/termBusPass
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails


 

Students residing in Rural and Regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at 
the commencement of the new school year from their nominated operator, this may be 
distributed via the school or sent direct to their address. Note: some R&R operators do 
not issue travel passes. Students/Parents should confirm with their nominated operator if 
they do not receive a pass. 

 
 

New Concession Entitlement Cards 

Transport for NSW will be replacing the below cards with Transport Concession Entitlement 
Cards (TCEC) from October 2020: 

 Senior Secondary Student Concession Card (16 years and over) – also used by 
Mature Secondary Students (18 years and over), Distance Education Students and 
Home School Students 

 Proof of Age card (when a student under 16 years of age looks older) 
 Boarder Rail Pass. 

All previous cards will be valid until they expire. Students who require a Transport 
Concession Entitlement Card should speak with their school administration staff. 

 

 

 

Enquiries regarding school student travel can be submitted to Transport for NSW at: 

https://transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback 

   

 

https://transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback
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